
 

 

AsiaLENS: One Big Hapa Family

On Thursday, in collaboration with Mortenson Center,
CEAPS screened the film "One Big Hapa Family".
 Director and Producer Jeff Chiba Stearns was there
sharing about his film and experiences with the
audience.  A highlight of our AsiaLENS film series is
getting to meeting amazing people like Jeff!  A special
thanks to Jason Finkelman for moderating the
discussion and the Mortenson Center for working
alongside us to make this event what it was! 

 

 

 

CEAPS Open House

Friday we held our Open House at Coble Hall. We had
an amazing turn out with delicious food from Golden
Harbor and J6.  We'd like to thank all of our attendees
for coming. We hope you had a nice time learning about
our center and getting to know people there.  Our fall
schedule has many great events, check out our website
below. 

  CEAPS Calendar  

 

 

 

 

Co-Sponsored Event: MillerComm
Lecture Series

"Occupying America: War and the
Infrastructure of US Power in a

Globalizing World" | Justin
Jackson (University of

Massachusetts Amherst)

🗓️ October 1st
⏱️ 4pm
📍 210 Levis Faculty Center 

About the Talk:
The US government’s deployment of troops to Chicago,
Minneapolis and other cities, ostensibly to assist federal
enforcement of immigration law, has vividly displayed its
militarized infrastructure for policing one of
globalization’s effects: transnational labor migration. In
fact, the military occupation’s long if strange career
across US history, from the British occupation of Boston

to recent wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, suggests that occupying and globalizing have always been
intertwined. Revolutionary-era Americans opposed occupation as tyranny. Yet the new United States almost
immediately began resorting to military force and institutions to govern foreign and insurgent peoples,
beginning with Native Americans, fugitives escaping slavery, and French and Spanish-speaking Americans.
Despite its controversial politics, occupying became an indispensable technique of American power in a
globalizing world, regulating growing flows of people, goods, and ideas that both weakened and
strengthened US sovereignty at its peripheries. That occupying has come home to the North American
heartland hints that the US government may be ever-more tempted to use the military to police and govern
civilians and citizens as they confront rising crises of climate change, war, and mass migration.

  More Information  

 

 

 

CEAPS Speaker | "Self-
Determination in Very Small
Spaces" | Bradley Simpson
(University of Connecticut)

🗓️ October 5th
⏱️ 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm
📍 404 David Kinley Hall & ZOOM

About the Talk:
The idea of self-determination is one of the most
significant in modern international politics. The First
Right (Oxford UP, 2025) argues that there was no one
version of self-determination, but a century-long contest
between contending visions of sovereignty and rights.
Brad Simpson will focus in this talk on those places that
were considered too small, too backwards, or too
primitive to self-determination, and their implications for
contemporary global politics. 

About the Speaker:
Brad Simpson is Professor of History and Asian Studies at the University of Connecticut. He is the author of
"Economists with Guns: Authoritarian Development and US-Indonesian Relations, 1960-1968". His new
book is "The First Right: Self-Determination and the Transformation of International Order, 1941-2000".

  More Information & Registration  

 

 

 

Co-Sponsored Event: "Narratives
of Youth, Violence and Drugs:

Comparing "Mano Dura" in
Ecuador and the Philippines" |
Prof. Cristina Cielo (FLASCO)

🗓️ October 7st
⏱️ 3 pm
📍 306 Coble Hall

About the Talk:
The US led global campaign for the “War on Drugs” has
had severe consequences throughout the global South.
Among these impacts is the criminalization of marginal
populations, particularly young men, which has
provided justification for security responses ranging
from militarization to extra-judicial killings to selective
disappearances. This paper examines the role that the
figure of youth plays in government rhetoric justifying
strong hand measures to battle drug trade in Ecuador

and the Philippines. The two country’s radically different discourses on youth in their drug wars allows us to
understand that specific national constructions of disposable populations are articulated with US influence in
global political economies.

About the Speaker:
Cristina Cielo is a Professor in the Department of Sociology and Gender Studies at the Facultad
Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO) in Ecuador. 

  More Information  

 

 

 

CEAPS Speaker Brown Bag |
Woohui Park (EALC) & Samantha

Ting (Comparative & World Lit)

🗓️ October 9th
⏱️ 1:30 - 3:00 pm
📍 306 Coble Hall

Woohui Park and Samantha Ting are two 2026 Spring
CEAPS Travel Grant awardees who will be giving a
hybrid talk about their research and projects.

Woohui Park Brown Bag:
Woohui Park is a graduate student studying East Asian
Languages & Cultures. She will be presenting her
project titled "Evidencing the Truth: Criminal Law,
Judgement and Proof in Modern East Asia, 1876 -
1946."

Samantha Ting Brown Bag:
Samantha Ting is a graduate student studying

Comparative & World Literature. She will be presenting her project titled "Irreverent Memory: Undermining
Imperial Authority in Two Okinawan Stories."

  More Information & Registration  

 

 

Submissions are Now Open!
The Center for East Asian and Pacific Studies (CEAPS) at University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, in
partnership with the Association for Asian Studies (AAS), is pleased to announce an open call for films for
the AAS 2027 Film Expo. The Film Expo will be held concurrently with the AAS 2027 Annual Conference in
Boston, MA, March 18-21, 2027. 

Our film submission deadline is October 16, 2026. 

The AAS Film Expo is curated and organized by the Center for East Asian and Pacific Studies (CEAPS) at
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, in partnership with the Association for Asian Studies. Questions
may be sent to ceaps@illinois.edu with the subject line “AAS 2027 Film Expo/NAME OF FILM.”

  More Info & Registration  

 

 

International Graduate Student Conference 2027

International Graduate Student Conference is an excellent opportunity for emerging scholars to present
their work on a regional scale, and since 2001, it has served as a nexus of interdisciplinary and multi-cultural
exchange. Building on the last 25 years, this year's conference theme is Weaving Knowledge for Shared
Indo-Pacific Prosperity, with the goal of this year's conference being to explore how cross-cultural dialogue,
relational learning, innovation, and collective action can make communities more resilient, build sustainable
economies, and foster regional cooperation. As researchers and emerging scholars, we harness the
potential to address economic security in the Indo-Pacific Region, and we would be grateful for your
participation in weaving knowledge systems to cultivate shared Indo-Pacific prosperity.

The International Graduate Student Conference 2027 will take place from February 11-13, 2027 at the East-
West Center in Honolulu, Hawaii. The deadline for abstract submissions for paper and poster presentations
is  September 30th, 2026 at 11:59 pm. If you have any questions, concerns, or need additional information,
please contact us at igsc@eastwestcenter.org. 

  International Graduate Student Conference Website  

 

 

 

FA26 Korean Conversation
Table: Speak Korean, Make
Friends and Explore Korean

Culture!
Looking for a fun, low-pressure way to practice spoken
Korean? Join the Korean Conversation Table, a
welcoming weekly gathering where students can build
confidence, meet new people, and learn more about
Korean culture. All levels are welcome. Just bring your
curiosity!

Date and Time: Fridays, 5-6 pm (9/11-11/13) 
Place: Everitt Lab 2233 (Sept. 18 only: Everitt Lab 1306)

Contact Jeeyoung Ahn Ha(j-ahn3@illinois.edu), Director of the Korean language program or Jihye Yun
(jihye26@illinois.edu), KCT coordinator for any questions!

Participation is free and completely voluntary. Drop in and join the conversation!

 

 

  Center for East Asian & Pacific Studies

C O L L E G E  O F  L I B E R A L  A R T S  &  S C I E N C E S

 

 
  CEAPS E-News September 28th - October 2nd, 2026  

 

 
 

  Events Recap  
 

 

 

     

 

 
 

  Events This Week  
 

 

 

 

 
 

  Events Next Week  
 

 

 

     

 

     

 

 

 
 

  AAS Film Expo 2027  
 

 

 

 

 
 

  Upcoming Opportunities  
 

 

 

     

 

 
 

 

 

Center for East Asian & Pacific Studies

College of Liberal Arts & Sciences  |  University of Illinois  |  Illinois Global Institute

324 Coble Hall  |  801 S. Wright St.  |  Champaign, IL 61820

Phone: 217.333.7273  |  Email: ceaps@illinois.edu

 

 

   

 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://calendars.illinois.edu/list/904
https://calendars.illinois.edu/detail/904?eventId=33560170
https://calendars.illinois.edu/detail/904?eventId=33560188
https://calendars.illinois.edu/detail/904?eventId=33562974
https://calendars.illinois.edu/detail/904?eventId=33551430
https://www.asianstudies.org/
https://www.asianstudies.org/conference/
mailto:ceaps@illinois.edu
https://ceaps.illinois.edu/aas-film-expo/aas-film-expo-2027
mailto:igsc@eastwestcenter.org
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/education/east-west-center-student-experience/international-graduate-student-conference
mailto:j-ahn3@illinois.edu
mailto:jihye26@illinois.edu
https://illinois.edu/
https://illinois.edu/
https://ceaps.illinois.edu/
https://las.illinois.edu/
https://ceaps.illinois.edu/
https://las.illinois.edu/
https://illinois.edu/
https://igi.illinois.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/CEAP.Illinois/
https://www.facebook.com/CEAP.Illinois/
https://www.instagram.com/ceaps_uiuc/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/ceaps_uiuc/?hl=en
https://calendars.illinois.edu/list/904
https://calendars.illinois.edu/list/904
https://twitter.com/ceaps_uiuc
https://twitter.com/ceaps_uiuc

	CEAPS E-News September 28th - October 2nd, 2026
	Events Recap
	Events This Week
	Events Next Week
	AAS Film Expo 2027
	Submissions are Now Open!
	Upcoming Opportunities
	International Graduate Student Conference 2027


